“Roads Less
Traveled”
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GRANT JOHNSON
Landowner on Escalante River, UT

AFTER GRANT JOHNSON left high school in Wisconsin in 1973 at the age of 17, he very quickly found himself in southwest
Utah, enamored with its natural beauty. Since then, he’s been living off the land, always with an eye to adventure on the
roads less traveled - or rather, the places without any roads at all.
It only seems fitting that you’d find yourself driving down a riverbed, not a road, in order to reach his stunning home
nestled into a slickrock butte seven miles from the small town of Boulder, Utah. Using techniques acquired during his
time as a hardrock miner, Grant blasted out over 3,000 square feet of rock in order to clear way for home construction
inside the butte. In a labor of love, he and his family artfully constructed an incredibly unique, self-sustaining and elegant home, complete with solar panels, chimneys, and even an internal bridge between the main room and an adjoining
section of the house.

“For me, it’s about the beauty of the
land and how it affects you.”
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After witnessing the changes happening in the ecosystem,
Grant took action; he rallied with others that were also
concerned about the negative impacts of Russian olive and
was instrumental in the formation of ERWP in 2009. Grant
knows that restoration of the Escalante River is no small
feat, but he recognizes the impact that information can
have, and wants everyone to know just how valuable the
efforts to repair the riparian area are. “Society has eaten its
way through the whole planet, and there aren’t many wild
places left; it’s so vital to protect.”
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